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Founded 1923

Welsh Springer Spaniel Health Survey 2024

Overall Summary

Survey Report Introduction

This survey was established by the Welsh Springer Spaniel Breed Health Co-ordinator (BHC), the
four Welsh Springer Spaniel Breed Clubs and the Kennel Club to gain a better understanding of
existing health concerns and identify potential emerging concerns within the breed.

The results gained from this survey will direct new research to specify areas of the breed’s health
that requires further attention to ultimately improve the future health and well-being of the
breed.

To navigate the survey please use control and click when hovering over the section
required.
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Summary

A total of 938 dogs were reported for in the survey. The top five categories of diagnosis for health
conditions reported in the survey are shown in Table 1.

Table 1: Top five categories of diagnosis for health conditions reported in the survey.

Body system Total dogs Prevalence
Skin, coat and/ or ear 302 32.2%
Dental 203 21.6%
Behaviour 191 20.4%
Muscle, bones and/ or joints 178 19.0%
Digestive/ gastrointestinal 171 18.2%

The most frequently reported specific conditions are shown in Table 2 below.

Table 2: Top specific health conditions reported in the survey.

Specific condition Number reported
Dirty teeth 148
Itchiness/skin irritation 134
Recurrent ear infections 124
Excessive ear wax 98
Arthritis 96
Food allergies/intolerance 63
Gingivitis 43
Anal sac impaction/infection 39
Pyo traumatic dermatitis (hot spot) 36
Heart murmur 33

Survey results start from here

In total, responses were received for 938 dogs.
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Section 1. Your Dog’s Details

1.1 Is your dog KC registered?
Overall, 92.1% (862) of dogs, out of a total of 936 responses were KC registered.

KC Registrations

1000
900
800
700
600
500
400
300

200
100 46 (4.9%) 28 (3.0%)

(92.1%)

Number

Yes No Not Known

Figure 1

1.4 Is your dog still alive or deceased?
Out of 935 responses, 71.4% (668) out of the dogs reported for were alive at the time of

reporting, and 28.6% deceased.

Dead or Alive

1000
900
800
700

} S
0600

o

£500

3400

300
200
100

668 (71.4%)

267 (28.6%)

Alive Deceased Total

Figure 2

1.5 If deceased how old was it when it died?
A total of 225 dogs were reported here, with a median age of 8 years at death.
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Table 3: How old was your dog when he/she died?

Age Number
Less than 1 year 3(1.3%)
1year 0
2 years 4 (1.4%)
3years 2 (0.8%)
4 years 2 (0.8%)
4 -6 years 8 (3.5%)
6-10years 23 (10.2%)
Greater than 10 57 (25.3%)
Not known 126 (56%)
Age at death
140 126 (56%)
120
100
o *0 57 (25.3%)
2 60 '
£
3 40 23 (10.2%)
20 3(1.3%) o  4(1.7%) 2(0.8%) 2(0.8%) & (3-5%)
0
lessthan 1year 2years 3years 4years 4-6 6-10 Over10 Not
ayear years years years known

Figure 3

1.6 How old was your dog when you acquired it?
The majority of dogs (95.8%), out of 927 responses, were under 1 years of age when acquired.

Table 4: How old was your dog when you acquired it?

Age when acquired Number
Less than 1 year 878 (95.8%)
1year 22 (2.4%)
2 years 8 (0.9%)
3years 0
4 years 0
4 -6 years 0
6-10years 8 (0.9%)
Greater than 10 0
Not known 0
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1.8 Where did you get your dog from?
The majority of owners (40.0%), out of 926 responses, got their dog from a breeder with KC
papers.

Table 5: Where did you get your dog from?

How you got the dog Number
Breeder with KC papers 371 (40.0%)
KC Assured Breeder 360 (38.3%)
Bred myself 159 (17.1%)
Breeder without KC papers 20 (2.1%)
From a rescue centre 16 (1.7%)

Where did get your dog from ?

400 371 360

350

300

250

200 159
150

100

Count

KC From KC Bred FromKC Froma
Breeder Assured Myself without rescue
with Breeder papers centre

Papers .
P Figure 5

1.9 How did you find your dog?
Most respondents, out of 826 responses, got their dog from a previously known breeder.

Table 6: How did you find your dog?

Found dog via: Number
Previously known breeder 209 (25.3%)
Other 146 (17.6%)
Through the KC website 132 (16.0%)
Recommendation 112 (13.6%)
Through a breed club 101 (12.2%)
Champ Dogs website 68 (8.2%)
Social Media 44 (5.3%)
Bred myself 13 (1.6%)
Discover Dogs at Crufts 1(0.1%)
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1.10 How often do you vaccinate your dog?

Most owners, out of 937 responses, answered that they undertook initial puppy vaccinations

and recommended boosters.

Table 7: How often do you vaccinate your dog?

How often do you vaccinate your dog

Number

Initial puppy vaccinations and recommended (as per vet/manufacturer)
boosters

612 (65.3%)

Initial puppy vaccinations and no recommended boosters

151 (16.11%)

Initial puppy vaccinations and recommended boosters up to 8 years old

146 (15.6%)

Other 27 (2.9%)
Initial puppy vaccinations and check for boosters with titre testing 1(0.1%)
Do you vaccinate your dog

700 612(65.3%)

600

500
©
0 400
g 300
Z

200 151(16.11%) 146(15.6%)

27 (2.9%)
100
0
Initial puppy Initial puppy Initial puppy Other...
vaccinations and vaccinations and no vaccinations and
recommended (as per recommended recomended boosters
vet/manufacturer) boosters up to 8 years old
boosters
Figure 7
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1.11 Do you and your dog take part in any of the following activities?

The most popular activity, out of 952 responses, was showing.

Table 8: Do you and your dog take part in any of the following activities?

Activity Number

Showing 342 (35.9%)
K.C. Good Citizen Dog Scheme 144 (15.1%)
Obedience 140 (14.7%)
Gundog Training 138 (14.5%)
Agility 88 (9.2%)
Scent Work 72 (7.5%)
Working Assessments 35 (3.7%)
Rally 27 (2.8%)
Canicross 12 (1.2%)
Other 12 (1.3%)
Hoopers 10 (1.0%)
Flyball 2 (0.2%)
Heelwork to music 2 (0.2%)

Do you and your dog take part in any activities?

400 342
350
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2 250
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Figure 8

1.12 Overall, how active would you consider your dog to be?
Out of 933 responses, most owners (54.3%) felt their dog was moderately a

Table 9: Owner-reported dog activity levels

ctive.

Level of activity

Number

Moderately active

507 (54.3%)

Highly active

332 (35.6%)

Mildly active

91 (9.8%)

Not at all

3 (0.3%)
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500 How active would you consider your dog to be?

507
500

400 332

2 91

3

Highly
active

Mildly active Not at all
Figure 9

Moderately
active

1.13 What is your preferred diet for your dog?
The top preferred diet, out of 935 responses, was dry biscuits/ kibble.

Table 10: What is your preferred diet for your dog?

Diet types

Number

Dry biscuits/kibble

451 (48.2%

Gluten free/Grain free

243 (25.9%

Other: 173 (18.5%
Raw - ordered via a company
Wet/tinned 133(14.2%

A combination (detailed under others)

)
)
)
161 (17.2%)
)
)

133 (14.2%

Raw - homemade 58 (6.2%)
Hypoallergenic 53 (5.7%)
Vegetarian 3 (0.3%)
Vegan 2 (0.2%)
Prefer not to say 0
Prefered Diet
500 451
450
_ 400
o 350
Qo 300 243
g 250 173
5 200 161 133 133
Z 100 58 53
50
0
~~o‘°\® K&e ,&Q}'. \\\(b@ . (\Qg} é}\\@b rbbe; e(»\\o {\,bo
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S < & 9 & &
Q\A xQ ) » Q:b
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Figure 10
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1.14 How often do you feed your dog?
Most owners, out of 933 responses, opted to feed their dog twice a day.

Number

Page 9 of 54

Table 11: How often do you feed your dog?

Number
Twice a day 680 (72.9%)
Once a day 188 (20.2%)
More than 2 times daily 48 (5.1%)
Food available throughout the day 17 (1.8%)
Less than once a day 0
Prefer not to say 0

How often fed
800
00 680
600
500
400
300
200 188
100 48

0

17

Twice a day Once aday Morethantwice Food all day

Figure 11
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1.15 Have you taken out insurance for your dog?
In total, out of 935 respondents, 60.4% (565) replied that their dog was insured, 38.4% (359)
uninsured, and 1.2% (9) preferred not to say.

Insurance Taken
600 565 (60.4%)

500
_ 400 359 (38.4%)
o

£ 300

S

200

100
11 (1.2%)

Yes No Prefer not to say

Figure 12

1.16 Sex of your dog and whether neutered or not
The survey was mostly made up of entire males (30.2%), followed by neutered females (25.6%),

out of 937 responses.

Table 13: Sex of your dog and whether neutered or not

Neutered or not Number
Male - neutered 172 (18.4%)
Male - entire (not neutered) 283 (30.2%)
Female - neutered 240 (25.6%)
Female - entire (not neutered) 242 (25.8%)

Neuter status

240 (25.6 242 (25,8%
250 (25.6) ( 0)
5 200 172 (18.4%)
No]
g 150
=
Z 100
50
0
Male - neutered Male - entire (not Female - neutered Female - entire
neutered) (not neutered)
Figure 13
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1.17 If your dog is neutered at what age?
Out of 415 responses, most dogs (x%) were neutered under 1 year of age.

Table 14: If your dog is neutered at what age?

Age when neutered Number
Less than 1 year 85 (20.4%)
1 year 138 (33.3%)
2 years 48 (11.6%)
3years 18 (4.3%)
4 years 10 (2.4%)
Between 4 to 6 years 26 (6.3%)
Between 6 to 10 years 75 (18.1%)
Over 10 years 9 (2.2%)
N/A 79 (19.0%)

Age when neutered

160

138 (28.3%)
140

120

100 g5 (17.4%)
0,
. 75 (15.4%)

Number

60 48 (9.8%)

40 26 (5.3) 79 (16.2%)

18 (3.7%)
20 10 (2.0%) 9 (1.8%)

Lessthan 1year 2years 3years 4years Between Between Over 10 N/A
1year 4t06 6to 10 years
years years

Figure 14

1.18 Are you happy to say why you made this choice to neuter your dog?

Total number of responses 415
Various answers given ranging from “ stop seasons, don’t want to breed, aggression to others,

pyometra and various other health benefits as advised by the vet.
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Section 2. Behaviour Conditions

2.1 Has your dog ever been affected by a behavioural condition?
In total, out of 937 responses 20.4% (191) answered that their dog had been affected by a
behavioural condition.

Has your dog ever been affected by a
behavioural condition?

800 746 (79.6%)

700
600
500
400
300
200
100

Number

191 (20.4%)

Yes No

Figure 15

2.2 If yes please state what the problem is?
Out of 198 responses the most common specific behavioural problem (i.e. not other) was
anxiety, which affected 30 dogs.

Table 16: Reported behavioural conditions

Behavioural Conditions Number
Other 135 (68.2%)
Anxiety 30 (15.2%)
Nervousness 16 (8%)
Aggression 10 (5%)
Stubborn - no recall 3 (1.5%)
Barking 2 (1%)
Lack of Socialisation 1(0.5%)
Over sexed 1(0.5%)

NB: Anxiety 15.2% is made up from separation anxiety that appears to be around the time of lock
down when socialisation wasn’t possible. Some anxiety issues cause temperament issue such as
aggressiveness and hyperactivity.
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Behavioural conditions reported
160 135 (68.2%)

140
120
100

80

60
40 (68.2%)

20 10 (5%)

Number

16 (8%)
2 (1%) 3(1.5%)  1(0.5%) 1(0.5%)

Figure 16

2.3 For any conditions stated did you enlist the services of a professional trainer to remedy.
If yes, did the condition lessen?
Out of 180 responses, 127 (70.6%) noted that despite professional intervention their dog’s

behaviour did not improve.

Table 17: Whether a dog’s behaviour improved with professional training or not

Improved or not Number
Yes - Improved 36 (20.0%)
Yes - No improvement 127 (70.6%)
No change following 17 (9.4%)
professional help

Improved or Not
140 127 (70.6%)
120
100
80
60

Number

20.0%
40 36 (20.0%)

17 (9.4%)
20

Yes Yes No

Figure 17
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Section 3. Blood (Haematological) Conditions

In total, out of 933 responses 3.9% (27) answered that their dog had been affected by a blood
condition.

3.1 Table 18 total number of response 933.

Has your dog ever been affected with a blood

condition?
1000 906 (97.1%)
800
o
o 600
£
3 400
Z
200
27 (3.9%)
0
Yes No
Figure 18

ff

3.2 If yes, please state what the blood condition(s) were and the age of your dog when the
clinical associated with the condition(s) started.
Out of 38 responses the most common specific blood problem (i.e. hot other) was lymphoma,

which affected 6 dogs, followed by anaemia (3).

Table 19: Reported blood conditions

Blood Condition Number

Other 20 (52.6%)
Lymphoma 6 (15.8%)
Anaemia 3(7.9%)
Factor 7 deficiency 2 (5.3%)
Leukaemia 2 (5.3%)
Immune-medicated polyarthritis (IMP) 2 (5.3%)
Thrombocytopenia (low platelets 2 (5.3%)
Thyroid disorder 1(2.6%)
Cushing’s disease 1(2.6%)
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Blood conditions reported
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Figure 19

3.3 For the above conditions please indicate the age of the dog when any clinical signs
associated with the conditions started.

The median age when affected by a blood condition was 7 years.

Table 20: Age when affected by a blood condition

Age condition started Number

Less than 1 year 2 (4.9%)
1year 1(2.4%)

2 years 2 (4.9%)

3 years 1(2.4%)

4 years 2 (4.9%)

4 to 6 years 3 (7.3%)
6to 10 years 8 (19.5%)
Over 10 years 7 (17.1%)
Not Known 13 (31.7%)
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Age when affected by a blood condition
14 13(31.7%)

12

10
8 (19.5%)
8 7 (17.1%)

Number

6

4 3 (7.3%)
2 (4.9%) 2 (4.9%) 2 (4.9%)

2 1 (2.4%) 1 (2.4%)

0
Lessthan 1year 2years 3years 4years 4to6 6to10 Over10 Not
1year years years years Known

Figure 20

3.4 Are you aware of any incident that may have triggered your dog’s condition?
Out of 49 responses to this question, the most specific answer was “no” for 11 (22.4%) of dogs.

Please be aware that the responses are owner reported and not necessatrily a veterinary
diagnosis.

Table 21: Owner reported triggers for a blood condition

Condition Trigger Number
Other 28 (57.14%)
No 11 (22.4%)
Yes — dog attack 2 (4.1%)
Yes - Giardia 1(2%)
Yes - IMPA 1(2%)
Yes — bikes and motor bikes 1(2%)
Yes - tick bite 1(2%)
Yes — going into kennels 1(2%)
Yes - Lepto 4 vaccination 1(2%)
Yes - Genetics 1(2%)

Section 4. Cancerous Conditions

4.1 Has your dog ever been affected by cancer?
In total, out of 932 responses 13.7% (128) answered that their dog had been affected by a

cancerous condition.
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Has your dog been affected by a cancerous

condition?
1000
804 (86.3%)
800
©
o 600
§ 400
Z 00 128(13.7%)
0
Yes No
Figure 22

4.2 If yes, please select the cancerous condition(s) and the age of your dog when the
clinical signs associated with the condition(s) started.

Out of 156 responses the most common specific cancer problem (i.e. not other) was
lymphoma, which affected 21 dogs, followed by mammary tumour (18) and liver tumour (9).

Table 23: Reported cancer conditions

Condition Number Condition Number
Lymphoma 21 (13.5%) Bladder tumour 3 (1.9%)
Mammary tumour 18 (11.5%) Adenocarcinoma 2 (1.3%)
Not diagnosed 10 (6.4%) Cardiac (heart) 2 (1.3%)

tumour
Liver tumour 9 (5.7%) Kidney tumour 2 (1.3%)
Sarcoma (originating 9 (5.7%) Leukaemia 2 (1.3%)
in connective &
supportive tissues)
Not known 8 (5.1%) Lung tumour 2 (1.3%)
Mast cell tumour 7 (4.5%) Myeloma (originating 2 (1.3%)
in plasma cells)
Splenic tumour 7 (4.5.%) Oral (mouth tumour) 2 (1.3%)
Anal sac tumour 6 (3.8%) Pancreatic tumour 2 (1.3%)
Brain tumour 6 (3.8%) Prostrate tumour 2 (1.3%)
Canine cutaneous 5 (3.2%) Testicular tumour 2 (1.3%)
histiocytoma
Haemangiosarcoma 5 (3.2%) Thyroid tumour 2 (1.3%)
(HAS)
Skin tumour 5 (3.2%) Gall bladder tumour 1 (0.6%)
Intestinal tumour 4 (2.6%) Optic tumour 1(0.6%)
Osteosarcoma (bone | 4 (2.6%) Squamous cell 1 (0.6%)
tumour) carcinoma
Aural (ear) tumour 3(1.9%) Uterine tumour 1 (0.6%)
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Figure 23

4.3 For the above stated conditions please indicate the age of the dog when any clinical
signs associated with the conditions started.
The median age when affected by a cancer condition was x years.

Table 24: Age when affected by a cancer condition

Age condition started Number

Less than 1 year 5 (3.2%)

1 year 5(3.2%)

2 years 4 (2.5%)

3years 7 (4.5%)

4 years 4 (2.5%)

4 to 6 years 15 (9.6%)

6to 10 years 49 (31.2%)

Over 10 years 68 (43.3%)

Page 18 of 54



j@K

THE KENNEL CLUB

Age when affected with a cancer condition

80
70
60 49 (31.2%)
50
40
30
20
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1year years years years

Figure 24

4.3.1 Please list any conditions not listed above. (table 25 removed)

Out of 78 responses for this question, 74 were for “other”, and one for each of the following:
bowel tumour, brachial plexus tumour, parotid adenocarcinoma and acute lymphoblastic
leukaemia.

NB: most responses provided were not cancerous conditions and general comments, and as such
have not been included.

4.3.2 Are you aware of any particular incident that may have triggered your dog’s condition?
Out of 111 responses to the above question, the most specific answer to this question was

“season” (2). (below)

Table 26: Owner reported triggers for a cancer condition
Cancerous Condition Triggers Number

Other 95
No/None 1
Season 2
After rabies booster 1
1
1

Medication for skin condition
Triggers vague

Protein intolerance 1
NB: most responses provided were general comments, and as such have not been included.

Section 5. Dental Conditions

5.1 Has your dog ever been affected by a dental condition?
In total, out of 928 responses 21.9% (203) answered that their dog had been affected by a dental

condition.
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Has your dog been affected by a dental
condition?
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725 (78.1%)

203 (21.9%)

Yes No

Figure 27

5.2 If yes please select the dental condition(s) and age of your dog when the clinical sighs
associated with the condition(s) started?

Out of 262 responses the most common specific dental problem (i.e. not other) was dirty teeth,
which affected 148 dogs, followed by gingivitis (43) and periodontal disease (25).

Table 28: Reported dental conditions

Dental Condition Number
Dirty teeth 148 (56.5%)
Gingivitis 43 (16.4%)
Periodontal disease (gum disease) 25 (9.5%)
Not known 20 (7.6%)
Retained puppy teeth 12 (4.6%)
Undershot jaw 6 (2.3%)
Incorrect dentition 5(1.9%)
Not diagnosed 2 (0.8%)
Unerupted teeth 1(0.4%)
Dental conditions reported
160 148 (56.5%)
140
= 120
2 100
£ 80
S 60 43 (16.4%)
Z 10 25 (9.5%) s
20 5 (1.9%) 12(4.6%) 6 (2.3%) 1 (0.4%)
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Figure 28
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5.3 For the above stated conditions please indicate the age of the dog when any clinical
signs associated with the conditions started.
The median age when affected by a dental condition was x years.

70
60
50
40
30

Number

20
10

5.4 Please list any condition(s) not listed above.

Table 29: Age when affected by a dental condition

Age condition started Number

Less than 1 year 27 (10.3%)

1year 30 (11.5%)

2 years 44 (16.8%)

3years 17 (6.5%)

4 years 27 (10.3%)

4to 6years 31 (11.8%)

6to 10 years 60 (22.9%)

Over 10 years 26 (9.9%)

Age when affected
60 (22.9%)
44 (16.8%)
31(11.8%
27 (10.3%) >0 (11:5%) 27 (10.3%) -1 (1 1:8%) 26 (9,9%)
17 (6.5%)

Less than 1 1vyear 2 years 3years 4years 4tob6years 6to10 Over 10

year

years years

Figure 29

Out of 43 responses, the most specific answer (i.e. not including other) was broken teeth
extraction (4).

Other Dental Conditions

Other

Table 30: Other reported dental conditions

Broken teeth extraction

Tooth decay
Abscess

Dental ankylosis

Plaque
Bad breath

Number
32 (74.4%)
4 (9.3%)
2 (4.6%)
(4.6%)
(2.3%)
(2.3%)
1(2.3%)

2
1
1

5.5 Are you aware of any particular incident that may have your dog’s condition?
Out of 86 responses to the above question, the most specific answer to this question was
difficulty cleaning teeth (5).
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Table 31: Owner reported triggers for dental condition

Dental Condition Triggers Number
Other 74 (86.0%)
Difficulty cleaning teeth 5 (5.8%)
Diet 4 (4.6%)
Chewing on something hard 3 (3.4%)

Section 6. Digestive/Gastrointestinal Conditions

6.1 Has your dog ever been affected by a digestive/gastrointestinal condition?
In total, out of 920 responses 18.6% (171) answered that their dog had been affected by a

digestive/ gastrointestinal condition.

Has your dog been affected by a digestive

condition?
800 749 (81.4%)
600
o
o 400
£ 171 (18.6%)
S 200
Z
0
Yes No
Figure 32

6.2 If yes please select the digestive/gastrointestinal conditions and age of your dog when
the clinical signs associated with the condition(s) started?

Out of 239 responses the most common specific digestive/gastrointestinal problem (i.e. not
other) was food allergies intolerance, which affected 63 dogs, followed by anal sac impaction/
infection (39) and anorexia (26).

Table 33: Reported digestive/ gastrointestinal conditions

Digestive/Gastrointestinal Number Digestive/Gastrointestinal Number

Conditions Conditions

Food allergies/intolerance 63 (98.4%) Inflammatory bowel disease 8 (12.5%)
(IBD)

Anal sac impaction/infection 39 (60.9%) Intoxication (poisoning) 7 (10.9%)

Anorexia 26 (40.6%) Flatulence 6 (9.4%)

Colitis (inflammation of the 20 (31.25%) Perforated stomach/intestines 2 (3.1%)

membrane lining of the colon)

Chronic diarrhoea 19 (29.7%) Peritonitis (inflammation of the 2 (3.1%)
peritoneum)

Pancreatitis (inflammation of 19 (29.7%) Gall bladder mucocele 1(1.6%)

the pancreas)

Not known 15 (23.4%) Obesity 1(1.6%)

Not diagnosed 10 (15.6%) Protein losing enteropathy 1(1.6%)

NB: no responses were received for any of the following: anal furunculosis, inguinal hernia, or

megaoesophagus.
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Digestive/Gastrointestinal conditions reported
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6.3 For the above stated conditions please indicate the age of the dog when any clinical
signs associated with the conditions started.

Table 34: Age when affected by a digestive/ gastrointestinal condition

Age condition started Number

Less than 1 year 86 (38.2%)
1year 29 (12.9%)

2 years 27 (12.0%)

6 to 10 years 24 (10.7%)

Over 10 years 22 (9.8%)

4 to 6 years 19 (8.4%)

4 years 12 (5.3%)
3years 6 (2.7%)
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Age when affected with a digestive/ gastrointestinal
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Figure 34

6.4 Please list any digestive/gastrointestinal condition(s) not listed above.
An additional 13 responses were received, with the most common being gastroenteritis and
intussusception, with 3 responses each.

Table 35: Other digestive/ gastrointestinal conditions reported
Other Digestive/gastrointestinal conditions Number
Gastroenteritis
Intussusception

Acid reflux
Giardiasis
Torsion/ Bloat
Campylobacter

= ININ|IN|W|W

6.5 Are you aware of any particular incident that may have your dog’s condition?
Out of 16 responses to the above question, the most specific answer to this question was
difficulty eating kibble (6).

Table 36: Owner reported triggers for a digestive/ gastrointestinal condition
Digestive/Gastrointestinal Condition Triggers Number

Eating kibble

Allergy to chicken and grains

Food sensitivity

Parasites

NlWw oOoo®

Section 7. Eye Conditions

7.1 Has your dog ever been affected by an eye condition?
In total, out of 930 responses 13.8% (128) answered that their dog had been affected by an eye
condition.

Page 24 of 54



o-l -o’

THE KENNEL CLUB

Has your dog been affected by an eye condition?

900
800
700
600
500
400
300
200 128(13.8%)
100
0

801 (86.1%)

Number

Yes No

Figure 37

7.2 If yes please select the eye condition(s) and age of your dog when the clinical signs
associated with the condition(s) started?

Out of 136 responses the most common specific eye problem (i.e. not other) was distichiasis,
which affected 29 dogs, followed by glaucoma/ goniodysgenesis/ PLA (19).

Table 38: Reported eye conditions

Eye Conditions Number Eye Conditions Number
Distichiasis (inverted eyelashes) 29 (21.3%) Epiphora (excess tear 5 (3.7%)
production)
Glaucoma/goniodysgenesis/pectinate | 19 (13.9%) Keratoconjunctivitis sicca (dry 3(2.2%)
ligament anomaly (PLA) eye)
Cataract (non-inherited 13 (9.6%) Uveal cysts 2 (1.5%)
Chronic discharge 13 (9.6%) Sudden acquired retinal 2 (1.5%)
Entropion (inward drooping of eyelid) 12 (8.8%) Degeneration syndrome 2 (1.5%)
(SARDS)
Corneal ulceration 10 (7.4%) Hereditary cataract (unknown) 1(0.7%)
Persistent pupillary membranes (PPM) | 9 (6.6%) Macroblepharon 1(0.7%)
(macropalpebral fissure.
‘diamond eye’)
Not diagnosed 8 (5.9%) Prolapsed gland (cherry eye) 1(0.7%)
Not known 7 (5.2%) Vitreous degeneration 1(0.7%)

NB: no responses were received for any of the following: ectropion, multifocal retinal dysplasia,
pigmentary keratitis, primary lens luxation, or progressive retinal atrophy.
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Figure 38
The median age when affected by an eye condition was 6 years.
Table 39: Age when affected by an eye condition
Age condition started Number
Less than 1 year 35 (25.7%)
1year 29 (21.3%)
2 years 18 (13.2%)
3years 6 (4.4%)
4 years 2 (1.5%)
4 to 6 years 10 (7.4%)
6to 10 years 4 (2.9%)
Over 10 years 6 (4.4%)
Age when affected with an eye condition
40 35 (25.7%)
35
29 (21.3%)
30
t S
o 25
-g 20 18 (13.2%)
=]
r 10 (7.4%)
10 6 (4.4%) 6 (4.4%)
4(2.9%
5 2 (1.5%) (2.9%)
0
Lessthan 1year 2 years 3years 4 years 4t06 6to10 Over 10
1year years years years
Figure 39
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7.3 Please list any eye condition(s) not listed above.
Out of 11 answers, there were four conditions reported which were as follows: conjunctivitis (4),
blocked tear ducts (4), uveitis (2), and tumour (1).

7.4 Are you aware of any particular incident that may have triggered your dog's condition?
In response to the above question, the most common answer was genetics (5).

Table 40: Owner reported triggers for an eye condition
Eye Conditions Triggers Number
Genetics
Grass seeds
Infection
Sharp objects in eye

w b~ b~ o

7.5 Has your dog been eye tested under the KC/BVA/ISDS Eye Scheme?
Out of 439 responses, 375 (85.4%) responded that their dog had been tested under the
KC/BVA/ISDS Eye Scheme.

7.6 BVA/KC/ISDS eye test results

The total results received for tested dogs is shown below. Overall, out of 331 total eye
examinations (excluding gonio) 5.1% of dogs were tested as affected either in their first, second
or both assessments. In terms of goniodysgenesis/ PLA, out of 137 total assessments 58.4% of
dogs received a grade 0 result over either their first, second or both assessments, 32.8% grade
1, 5.1% grade 2 and 3.6% grade 3.

Affected and not affected numbers are pre grading system results.

Table 41: Total number of responses 439

KC B.V.A Scheme Number Retested Number
Affected 12 Affected 5
Not affected 254 Not affected 60
Grade 0 66 Grade 0 14
Grade 1 31 Grade 1 14
Grade 2 7 Grade 2 0
Grade 3 5 Grade 3 0

BVA/KC eye test results

Il Affected M Not Affected Grade0 [l Grade1 |l Grade2 [ Grade 3

200

100

0 = -

If your dog has been tested please select the result If your dog has been retested please select result

Figure 41
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Section 8. Heart Conditions
In total, out of 934 responses 6.8% (63) answered that their dog had been affected by a heart
condition.

Has your dog been affected by a heart
condition?

1000 871 (96.3%)
900
800
700
600
500
400
300
200
100

Number

63 (6.8%)

Yes NO

Figure 42

8.2 If yes please select the heart condition(s) and age of your dog when the clinical sighs
associated with the condition(s) started.
Out of 117 responses, the most common specific heart condition was heart murmur, which

affected 33 dogs.

Table 43: Reported heart conditions

Heart Conditions Number
Not known 34 (29.1%)
Heart murmur 33 (28.2%)
Congestive heart failure 4 (3.4%)
Mitral valve disease (MVD) 4 (3.4%)
Not diagnosed 4 (3.4%)
Dilated cardiomyopathy (DCM) 2 (1.7%)
Enlarged heart 2(1.7%)

NB: no responses were received for any of the following: aortic/ subaortic stenosis, atrial fibrillation,
arterial thromboembolism, heart attack, hypertrophic cardiomyopathy, myocarditis, patent ductus
arteriosus, pulmonary hypertension, pulmonic stenosis, or ventricular fibrillation.
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Heart conditions reported
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Figure 43

3.3 For the above stated conditions please indicate the age of the dog when any clinical
signs associated with the conditions started.
The median age when affected by a heart condition was x years.

Table 44: Age when affected by a heart condition

Age condition started Number

Less than 1 year 5 (4.3%)
1year 1 (0.9%)

2 years 2 (1.7%)
3years 2 (1.7%)

4 years 0

4 to 6 years 6 (5.2%)
6to 10 years 19 (16.2%)
Over 10 years 0
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Age when affected by a heart condition
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Figure 44

8.3 Please list any heart condition(s) not listed above.
A total of 18 responses were received for this question, with three specific answers, one for

each of the following: arrhythmia, heart cancer/ tumour and viral myocarditis.

8.4 Are you aware of any particular incident that may have triggered your dog's condition?
The most common answer to this question was age-related (3).

Table 45: Owner reported triggers for heart condition

Heart Condition Triggers Number

Age related
Gastrointestinal virus — parvo
Eating a dead fish
Side effect of IMPA

AW

8.5 If your dog has been affected with a heart murmur, has it been retested? If so has it
become worse or has it improved?
Out of 29 answers, 8 dogs were reported to have been retested, with 8 examinations having the

same grade of murmur, 4 results worse at a subsequent examination, and 2 improved.

Table 46: Heart murmur grades for dogs that had been retested

Retested Heart Murmur Number Status Number
Yes 8 Improved 2
No 5 Worse 4
Same 8

Section 9. Hormonal Conditions
In total, out of 926 responses 2.9% (27) answered that their dog had been affected by a
hormonal condition.
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Has your dog been affected by a hormonal condition?

1000
900
800
700
600
500
400
300
200

100 27 (2.9%)
0

899 (97.1%)

Number

Yes No
Figure 45/6

9.2 If yes please select the hormonal condition(s) and age of your dog when the clinical
signs associated with the condition(s) started.

Out of 27 responses, the most common specific hormonal condition was Cushing’s disease,
which affected 2 dogs.

Table 47: Reported hormonal conditions
Hormonal Conditions Number

Cushing’s disease (hyperoadrenocorticism)
Not diagnosed
Not known
Hyperthyroidism
Hypothyroidism
NB: no responses were received for any of the following: Addison’s disease, diabetes insipidus, diabetes
mellitus, hypercalcaemia, hypocalcaemia, pituitary dwarfism or primary hyperparathyroidism.

== INNIN

3.3 For the above stated conditions please indicate the age of the dog when any clinical
signs associated with the conditions started.
The median age when affected by a heart condition was x years.

Table 48: Age when affected by a hormonal condition
Age condition started Number

Less than 1 year
1year
2 years
3years
4 years
4to 6years
6to 10 years
Over 10 years

A2 |OIOININ|O|=
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Age when affected by a hormonal condition
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Figure 48

9.3 Please list any hormonal condition(s) not listed above.

Out of 20 responses, five specific answers were provided, 2 cases of phantom pregnancy, and
one for each of the following: diabetes secondary to pancreatitis, pyometra and hormonal-
generated lumps.

9.4 Are you aware of any particular incident that may have triggered your dog's condition?

Four responses were received, with one for each of the following: infections, auto-immune
disease, SRMA treatment and genetics.

Section 10. Immunological/ Infectious Conditions

In total, out of 918 responses 6.9% (63) answered that their dog had been affected by an
immunological/ infectious condition.

Has your dog been affected by an immunological
condition?

900 855 (93.1%)
800
700
600
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400
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200
100

Number

63 (6.9%)

Yes No

Figure 49
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10.2 If yes please select the immunological infectious condition(s) and age of your dog
when the clinical signs associated with the condition(s) started.
Out of 918 responses, the most common answer received was food allergy, which affected 31

dogs, followed by contact dermatitis (6).

Table 50: Reported immunological/ infectious conditions

Immunological/ Infectious Conditions Number
Food allergy 31(33.3%)
Contact dermatitis 6 (6.45%)
Adverse reaction to drugs 5 (5.4%)

Steroid responsive meningitis-arteritis (SRMA) 5 (5.4%)
Bacterial meningitis 5 (5.4%)
Not diagnosed 5 (5.4%)
Dry eye (keratoconjunctivitis sicca) 2 (2.2%)
Not known 2 (2.2%)
Anaphylactic shock 1(1.07%)

NB: no reports were received for Alabama rot or systemic lupus erythematosus.

Immunological/ infectious conditions reported
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10.2.1 For the above stated conditions please indicate the age of the dog when any clinical
signs associated with the conditions started.
The median age when affected by an immunological/ infectious condition was 7 years.

Table 51: Age when affected by an immunological/ infectious condition

Age condition started Number
Less than 1 year 25 (26.9%)
1year 9 (9.6%)
2 years 9 (9.6%)
3 years 2 (2.1%)
4 years 2 (2.1%)
4 to 6 years 4 (4.3%)
6to 10 years 8 (8.6%)
Over 10 years 1(1.1%)
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Figure 51

10.3 Please list any immunological infectious condition(s) not listed above.
The most common other answer was SRMA auto-immune meningitis (5).

Table 52: Other immunological/ infectious conditions reported
Immunological/Infectious Conditions Number

SRMA auto-immune meningitis

Grass pollen allergy

IMPA

Parasites

= IN|N|O

10.4 Are you aware of any particular incident that may have triggered your dog's condition?
The most commonly owner-reported trigger for disease with Lepto 4 vaccination (3).

Table 53: Owner reported triggers for an immunological/ infectious condition
Immunological/ Infectious Conditions Triggers Number

Lepto 4 vaccination

Food allergy

Flea treatment

Bee sting

Medication

== ININ|W

Section 11. Kidney and/or Bladder Conditions

In total, out of 930 responses 5.8% (54) answered that their dog had been affected by a
hormonal condition.
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Has your dog been affected by a kidney/ bladder

condition?
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11.2 If yes please select the kidney and /or bladder condition(s) and age of your dog when
the clinical signs associated with the condition(s) started.
The most common kidney and/or bladder condition reported was bladder infection (16),

followed by chronic kidney failure (11) and cystitis (10).

Table 45: Reported kidney/ bladder conditions

Kidney and/or bladder conditions Number
Bladder infection 16 (13.8%)
Chronic kidney failure 11 (9.5%)
Cystitis 10 (8.6%)
Acute renal failure 7 (6.03%)
Not known 4 (3.4%)
Pyelonephritis (kidney infection) 2 (1.72%)
Amyloidosis 1 (0.8%)
Ectopic ureters 1 (0.8%)
Progressive juvenile nephropathy 1 (0.8%)
Renal dysplasia 1(0.8%)
Not diagnosed 1 (0.8%)

NB: no responses were received for cystinuria, hyperuricosuria or urolithiasis.
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Kidney/ bladder conditions reported
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11.2.1 For the above stated conditions please indicate the age of the dog when any clinical
signs associated with the conditions started.
The median age when affected by a kidney/ bladder condition was 3 years.

Table 46: Age when affected by a kidney/ bladder condition

Age condition started Number
Less than 1 year 17 (14.6%)
1year 2(1.72)
2 years 1(0.8%)
3years 1(0.8%)
4 years 1(0.8%)
4 to 6 years 4 (3.4%)
6to 10 years 18 (15.5%)
Over 10 years 17 (14.6%)

Age when affected by a kidney/ bladder condition
fg 17 (14.6%) 18 (15:5%)17 (14.6%)

16
14
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Figure 46
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11.3 Please list any kidney and/or bladder condition(s) not listed above.
Out of 27 responses, the most common other condition was chronic kidney disease (3) and

incontinence (3).

Table 47: Other reported kidney/ bladder conditions
Kidney and/or bladder conditions Number
Chronic kidney disease
Incontinent
Renal cysts
Bladder tumour
Polyploid cystitis

- A s WwoWw

11.4 Are you aware of any particular incident that may have triggered your dog's condition?
Out of 27 responses, the most common owner-reported trigger for disease was lymphoma (2),
followed by one for each of the following: genetics, spayed secondary to pyometra, and
neutered following operation.

Section 12. Liver (Hepatic) Conditions
In total, out of 932 responses 2.1% (19) answered that their dog had been affected by a liver
condition.

Has your dog been affected by a liver condition?

1000 913(97.9%)
900
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geoo
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3400
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Figure 47/a

12.2 If yes please select the liver condition(s) and age of your dog when the clinical signs
associated with the condition(s) started.
The most common liver condition, out of 29 responses, was acute liver failure (4), followed by

gall bladder mucocele (2).

Table 48: Reported liver conditions

Liver (hepatic) conditions Number
Not known 11 (37.9%)
Acute liver failure (sudden onset) 4 (13.8%)
Not diagnosed 3(10.3%)
Gall bladder mucocele 2 (6.9%)
Chronic liver failure 1(3.4%)
Enlarged liver 1(3.4%)
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NB: no responses were received for any of the following: cholangiohepatitis, cholelithiasis, chronic
hepatitis, copper toxicosis, liver poisoning, portal hypertension, portosystemic shunt —acquired,
portosystemic shunt — congenital, or vascular hepatopathy.

Liver conditions reported
12 11(37.9%)

10
®
_g 8
5 6
Z 4 (13.8%)
4 3(10.3%)
2 (6.9%)
2 1(3.4%) 1(3.4%)
0
Not known Acute liver Not diagnosed Gall bladder Chronic liver Enlarged liver
failure mucocele failure
(sudden
onset)
Figure 48

3.3 For the above stated conditions please indicate the age of the dog when any clinical
signs associated with the conditions started.
The median age when affected by a liver condition was x years.

Table 49: Age when affected by a liver condition

Age condition started Number
Less than 1 year 0
1year 0
2 years 1(3.4%)
3 years 0
4 years 0
4to 6years 2 (6.9%)
6 to 10 years 7 (24.1%)
Over 10 years 22 (75.8%)
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Age when affected by a liver condition
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Figure 49

12.3 Please list any liver (hepatic) condition(s) not listed above.
Under this question four responses were received, 2 for liver cancer, and one each for

lymphoma and acute hepatitis.

12.4 Are you aware of any particular incident that may have triggered your dog's condition?
Out of 21 responses, there were three who said yes, with one each for the following: over
feeding — non-dog food, multiple liver tumours and whelping.

Section 13. Muscle, Bone or Joint Conditions
In total, out of 916 responses 19.4% (178) answered that their dog had been affected by a
musculoskeletal condition.

Has your dog been affected by a muscle, bone
or joint condition?
800 738 (80.6%)
700
600
500
400
300
200
100

Number

178 (19.4%)

Yes No

Figure 50
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13.2 If yes please select the muscle, bone or joint condition(s) and age of your dog when
the clinical signs associated with the condition(s) started.

Out of 171 responses, the most common answer was arthritis, which affected 96 dogs, followed
by hip dysplasia (18) and CCL rupture (12).

Table 51: Reported muscle, bone or joint condition

Muscle, bone or joint conditions Number
Arthritis 96 (28.3%)
Hip dysplasia 18 (5.3%)
Not known 13 (3.8%)
CCL rupture 12 (3.5%)
Elbow dysplasia 9 (2.7%)
Not diagnosed 6 (1.8%)
Masticatory myositis (swelling of muscles used | 5 (1.5%)
to chew)

Fracture 4 (1.2%)
Patella luxation 4 (1.2%)
Umbilical hernia 1(1.2%)

NB: no response was received for growth plate disorder/ PCDU.

Muscle, Bone or Joint conditions reported

120
96 (28.3%)
100
L 80
o
Q2 60
£
2 40
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12 (3.5% 13 (3.8%)
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Table 52: Age when affected by a muscle, bone or joint condition

Age condition started Number

Less than 1 year 39 (22.8%)
1year 11 (6.4%)

2 years 7 (4.1%)
3years 7 (4.1%)

4 years 5 (2.9%)

4 to 6 years 20 (11.7%)
6to 10 years 56 (32.7%)
Over 10 years 46 (26.9%)

Age when affected by a muscle, bone or joint condition
60 56 (32.7%)

50 46 (26.9%)

39 (22.8%)
40

30
20 (11.7%)

Number

20
11 (6.4%) . .
- 7(41%)  7(41%) 5090

Lessthan1 1year 2 years 3years 4years 4to6years 6to10 Over 10
year years years

Figure 52

13.3 Please list any muscle, bone or joint condition(s) not listed above.
Out of 64 responses, the most common was cruciate and meniscus injury? (3).

Table 53: Other reported muscle, bone or joint conditions
Muscle, bone or joint conditions Number
Cruciate and meniscus
Panosteitis
Spondylosis
Inflammation of the joints
Bone tumour
Iliopsoas injury
IVDD (cushioning between vertebrae)

AlalalalaiNd|w

13.4 Are you aware of any particular incident that may have triggered your dog's condition?
Out of 128 responses to this question, 24 were reported to be following an accident, 2 genetics,

2 age-related, and 1 over walked.

13.5 Has your dog been hip x-rayed and scored under the KC/ BVA Hip Dysplasia scheme?
In total, out of 381 responses, 151 dogs were reported to have been hip tested.

If so, please supply the score for each hip below (format LEFT/RIGHT/TOTAL)
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Table 54: BVA/KC Hip Dysplasia Scheme results

KC B.V.A. Scheme Number Scored Number
Yes 151 Yes 42
No 8 No 2

KC B.V.A. Hip Score Results

160 151
140
120
100
80

m KC B.V.A. Scheme
60

Number

42 m Scored
40

20

Yes No
Figure 54

Section 14. Neurological and/or Spinal Conditions
In total, out of 916 responses 10.2% (94) answered that their dog had been affected by a
neurological/ spinal condition.

Has your dog been affected by a
neurological/ spinal condition?

1000 828 (89.8%)
800

600
400
200  94(10.2%)

Number

Yes No
Figure 55
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14.2 If yes please select the neurological/and or spinal condition(s) and age of your dog
when the clinical signs associated with the condition(s) started.
Out of 136 responses, the most common condition reported was deafness, which affected 24

dogs, followed by seizures/ fitting (13).

Table 56: Reported neurological/ spinal conditions

Neurological and/or Spinal conditions Number
Deafness 24 (17.6%)
Seizures/ fitting (various reasons given) 8 (5.4%)

Stroke 10 (7.4%)
Not known 10 (7.4%)
Dementia 9 (6.6%)
Epilepsy/idiopathic epilepsy 5 (3.7%)
Not diagnosed 5 (3.7%)

Seizures/fitting various reason given from seizures once, following traumas and or injury etc.

NB: no responses were received for Chiari-like malformation/ syringomyelia.

Neurological/spinal conditions reported

30

24 (17.6%)
_ 25
O 20
= 15 8 (5.4%)
g 9(6.6%) 5(3.7%) 10 (7.4%) 10 (7.4%)
z " 5(3.7%)
5 0
0
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<) X o
X 2 <
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Figure 56

14.2.1 For the above stated conditions please indicate the age of the dog when any clinical
signs associated with the conditions started.
The median age when affected by a neurological and/or spinal condition was 4 years.

Table 57: Age when affected by a neurological and/or spinal condition

Age condition started Number
Less than 1 year 5 (3.7%)
1year 2 (1.5%)

2 years 8 (5.9%)
3years 2 (1.5%)

4 years 4 (2.9%)

4 to 6years 4 (2.9%)

6to 10 years 32 (23.5%)
Over 10 years 75 (55.1%)
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Age when affected with a neurological and/ or spinal
condition
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Figure 57

14.3 Please list any neurological and/or spinal condition(s) not listed above.
Out of 54 responses, the most common other condition reported was vestibular disease (8),
followed by auto-immune meningitis (4), and meningoencephalomyelitis (3).

Table 56: Other reported neurological/ spinal conditions

Neurological and/or Spinal conditions Number
Vestibular disease 8 (14.8%)
Auto immune meningitis 4 (7.4%)
Meningoencephalomyelitis (GME) 3 (5.5%)
Lymphoma in brain stem 2 (3.7%)
Fibrocartilaginous embolism 2 (3.7%)
Intervertebral discitis 1(1.9%)
Lumbosacral stenosis 1(1.9%)
Cervical spondylomyelopathy 1(1.9%)

14.4 Are you aware of any particular incident that may have triggered your dog's condition?
Out of 70 responses, 6 responses were received for owner-reported triggers, including 4
accidents, 1 genetic pre-disposition to deafness, and 1 recurrent ear infections from swimming.

Section 15. Reproductive Conditions

In total, out of 930 responses 8.6% (80) answered that their dog had been affected by a
reproductive condition.
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Has your dog been affected by a reproductive

condition?
1000 850 (91.4%)
800
£ S
2 600
S
S 400
Z
200 80 (8.6%)
0
Yes No
Figure 57

15.2 If yes please select the reproductive condition(s) and age of your dog when the clinical
signs associated with the condition(s) started.
Out of 160 responses, the most common reproductive condition reported was

pseudopregnancy, which affected 28 dogs, followed by pyometra (20) and infertility (11).

Table 58: Reported reproductive conditions

Reproductive conditions Number
Pseudopregnancy (phantom pregnancy) 28 (17.5%)
Pyometra 20112.5%)
Infertility 11 (6.9%)
Caesarean section 7 (4.4%)
Complications during labour (e.g. dystocia) 3 (1.9%)
Vaginal stricture 3 (1.9%)
Benign prostatic hyperplasia 2 (1.25%)

Not known 2 (1.25%)
Cryptorchidism 1(0.63%)

NB: there were no responses received for not diagnosed.

Reported reproductive conditions

0 28 (17.5%)
_ 25 20 (12.5%)
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a 20
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15.3 For the above stated conditions please indicate the age of the dog when any clinical
signs associated with the conditions started.
The median age when affected by a reproductive condition was x years.

Table 59: Age when affected by a reproductive condition

Age condition started Number

Less than 1 year 20 (12.5%)
1year 7 (4.4%)

2 years 15 (9.4%)
3years 6 (3.8%)

4 years 4 (2.5%)

4 to 6 years 7 (4.4%)

6 to 10 years 20 (12.5%)
Over 10 years 4 (2.5%)

Age when affected with a reproductive condition

25
20 (12.5%) 20 (12.5%)
20
- 15 (9.4%)
0 1
2 5
=
2 10 7 (4.4% 7 (4.4%
F) 6 (3.8%) (it
5 4 (2.5%) 4 (2.5%)
0
Lessthan 1year 2years 3years 4years 4to6 6to10 Over10
1year years years years
Figure 59

15.3 Please list any reproductive condition(s) not listed above
Three specific responses were received, with one for each of the following: cysts in womb,
vaginal/ uterine tumour, and auto-immune testicular disorder.

15.4 Are you aware of any particular incident that may have triggered your dog's condition?
Four specific responses were received, including one for each of the following: all males (3)
born with same condition, inherited sterility, inhaling weed killer from farm field, and infection
after TCI/Al procedure.

15.5 If your dog required a caesarean section can you supply the reasons for this?
Out of 24 responses, the most common reason for requiring a c-section was x.
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Table 60: Reason for requiring a caesarean section

Reason for caesarean section Number

Malpresented pup

Inertia during labour

Large pups stuck in birth canal

Puppy breached

o|h|=|=

Section 16. Breeding

16.1 Is your dog male or female
In total, out of 915 responses, 49.5% (453) dogs reported for were male, and 50.5% (462)

female.

464
462
460
458
456
454
452
450
448

Number

16.2 Breeding - Males

Is your dog male or female?

462 (50.5%)
453 (49.5%)
Male Female
Figure 61

16.2.1 Has your dog ever been used at stud?
Out of 451 responses, 14.2% (64) of males were reported to have been used in breeding.
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Has your dog ever been used at stud?

450
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350

300

250

200

150

100 64 (14.2%)
50

387 (85.8%)

Number

Yes No
Figure 62

16.2.2 If yes, how many litters has your dog produced?
In terms of sires, most dogs (25.0%) had produced 2 litters.

Table 62: Litters produced from sires

Litters sired Number

1 10 (15.6%)

2 16 (25.0%)

3 15 (23.4%)
4-6 13 (20.3%)
6-8 3 (4.7%)
8-10 3 (4.7%)
Over 10 4 (6.25%)

Litters Sired
18 16 (25%)
16 15 (23.4%)

14 13 (20.3%)

1210 (15.6%)

Number
oo

4 (6.25%)
3(4.7%) 3 (4.7%)

oON MO

1 2 3 4-6 6-8 8-10  Over10
Figure 62

16.2.3 How many puppies were born across all litters?
In total, some 832 puppies were born across all litters.

16.2.4 Were there any birth defects in any litter? Please specify.
Out of 52 responses, the most common birth defect was stillborn (4).
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Table 63: Reported birth defects in produced litters (sires)
Birth defects Number

Stillborn

Hernias (inherited)
Hydrocephalus
Cerebellar ataxia
Undershot jaw
Deformed rear leg
Cleft palette
Short ulna syndrome

Epilepsy

_ A A A a NN D

16.3 Breeding - Females

16.3.1 Has your dog ever had a litter?
Out of 479 responses, 30.1% (144) of females were reported to have been used in breeding.

Has your bitch ever been used in breeding?

400
350
300
250
200
150
100

50

335 (69.9%)

144 (30.1%)

Number

Yes No
Figure 64

16.3.2 If yes, how many litters has she had?
Of 144 responses, the majority of bitches (50.0%) had whelped one litter.

Table 65: Number of litters whelped for dams

Litters whelped Number
1 72 (50%)
2 46 (31.9%)
3 20 (13.9%)
4 5 (3.5%)
5 ormore 1(0.7%)
Total 144
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Litters Whelped
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Figure 65

16.3.3 If yes, how many puppies were born across all litters?
In total, some 602 puppies were born across all litters.

16.3.4 Were there any birth defects in any litter? Please specify.
Out of 128 responses, the most common birth defect reported was stillborn (5).

Table 66: Reported birth defects in produced litters (dams)
Birth defects Number

Stillborn
Umbilical hernia
Kidney failure
Cleft palate
Undershot jaw
Deformed rear leg
Deformed feet

No anus or tail
Ectopic ureter
Kidney dysplasia

Alalalalalala (Nl

Section 17. Skin and /or Coat Conditions/Ear Conditions

17.1 Has your dog ever been affected by a skin and/ or coat condition including any ear
disorder(s)?

In total, out of 924 responses 32.7% (302) answered that their dog had been affected by a skin/
coat or eye condition.
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Has your dog been affected by a skin, coat or
ear condition?

700 622 (67.3%)

600
500
400
300
200
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(302 (32.7%)

Number

Yes No

Figure 67

17.2 If yes please select the skin, coat and/ or ear condition(s) and age of your dog when
the clinical signs associated with the condition(s) started.

Out of 451 responses, the most common skin, coat or ear condition was itchiness/ skin
irritation, which affected 134 dogs, followed by recurrent ear infections (124) and excessive ear

wax (98).

Table 68: Reported skin, coat and/or ear conditions

Skin and/ or coat/ ear conditions Number
Itchiness/skin irritation 134 (29.7%)
Recurrent ear infections 124 (27.5%)
Excessive ear wax 98 (21.7%)
Pyo traumatic dermatitis (hot spot) 36 (8.0%)
Dermatitis 26 (5.8%)
Not known 13 (2.9%)
Ear canal stenosis 8 (1.8%)
Not diagnosed 7 (1.6%)
Interdigital cysts 3 (0.66%)
Sarcoptic mange 2 (0.4%)
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Reported skin, coat or ear conditions
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17.3 For the above stated conditions please indicate the age of the dog when any clinical
signs associated with the conditions started.
The median age when affected by a skin, coat and/or ear condition was x years.

Table 69: Age when affected by a skin, coat and/or ear condition

Age condition started Number

Less than 1 year 94 (20.9%)
1year 83 (18.5%)
2 years 72 (16.0%)
3years 48 (10.7%)
4 years 24 (5.3%)

4 to 6 years 47 (10.5%)
6to 10 years 60 (13.3%)
Over 10 years 21 (4.7%)

Age when affected by a skin, coat and/ or eye condition

100 94...
90 83 (18.5%)
80 72 (16.0%)
70 60 (13.3%)
60 48 (10.7%) 47 (10.5%)
50
40
hoS 24 (5.3%) 21 (4.7%)
20
10

Number

Lessthan1 1year 2 years 3years 4years 4to6years 6to10 Over 10
year years years

Figure 69
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17.3 Please list any skin, coat or ear condition (s) not listed above.

Out of 70 responses, the most common other skin, coat and/or ear condition was allergy to

grass and yeast (3).

Table 70: Other reported skin, coat and/or ear conditions

Skin and/ or coat/ ear conditions

Number

Allergic to grass and yeast

Histiocytoma

Atopic Dermatitis

Fatty lumps under skin

Ear polyp

Cushing’s disease

Wet eczema

AlalalalalNd|lw

17.4 Are you aware of any particular incident that may have triggered your dog's condition?
Out of 179 responses, the most common owner-reported cause for disease was food allergies
to chicken (11), followed by food intolerance (4), food allergies — other (3), and itchiness to newly

cut grass (2).

Section 18. Other Conditions

18.1 Has your dog ever been affected by any other condition(s) not covered in the previous

questions?

In total, out of 915 responses 6.9% (63) answered that their dog had been affected by another

condition.

Has your dog been affected by any other

conditions?
1000 852 (93.1%)
800
600
400

Number

200 63...

Yes No

Figure 71

18.2 If yes, please list the condition below.

Out of 62 responses, the most common other condition was anal sac impaction/ blockage (2).
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Table 72: Other conditions reported

Other conditions not listed elsewhere Number
Blocked anal gland
Laryngeal paralysis
Anaemia
Paramesonephric cyst
Idiopathic lung problem
Pharyngeal laryngitis
Uterus inflammation
Perianal adenoma
He’s a daft barn pot, from 8 weeks and Sounds typical !!
progressing !!!!

N e Y NI N N S ]

18.3 Are you aware of any particular incident that may have triggered your dog’s condition?
Of 62 responses, one report was received for each of the following: over-vaccination, hit by car,

insect bite, and allergy to rape seed oil.

Thank you for taking
part in this survey

Survey Report Summary
The next stage is for the breed clubs and health representatives to discuss the findings in
detail, to establish the next phase of this health survey.
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